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I bow to the Teacher, who pointed
out the Path to me.

Who revealed to me the LLaw of Nature,
- Who taught me the Manira of Love,
Who brought me into touch with the
Perfect Men.

I bow to the Teacher who taught me
that the Heart of Man is the Temple
Divine, and also the control of the
mind which disturbs the peace and
purity of that Temple.

I bow to the Teacher who taught me
that there are not many races in the
world but only one—the race of
mankind —and who, thus, propagated
the Principle of Brotherhood.

G. M.
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SONG OF SILENCE

a stream, not a statue.

a sign-post, not a shrine.

the language of the stars and the
seas and the sky.:

the unity of sensibility and the
sensibility -of unity.

the script of the Soul as well as
her scripture.

the whisper of God’s voice.

the hint of the hue and harmony
of His vision.

the secret creation, the creation of
the secret and the sacred.

the love of infinity, the infinity
of love.

the Everlasting yea of the ages:
‘I am.

the warp and woof of the wisdom
of the Spirit.

the shorthand of the splendour
of the Soul. -

Love’s speech in code.

Silence is God’s footstool as well as His face

and His fane.
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Silence

Silence

1S
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1S
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the transcript of the soul of Truth
and of the truth of the Soul.

the lord of Logic and the logic
of the Lord. ’

the empathy and embrace
the Eternal.

the song of the Spirit and the
spirit of Song.

the burning bush whereln 1S

revealed the light of LLove and the
love of Light.

the praise and prayer of Truth.

the science and art of aspiration
and achievement.

the sunlight of the Soul the shadow
of the Oversoul.

the Hlmalayas of the I—Ioly and
the Whole.

the mother and matrix of Medita-

- tion, Maditation is the matrix and

1S

1S

- mother of Silence.

the spring and sustenance of simpli-
city, sincerity ‘and self-reliance.

the ‘Open Sesame’ to self-efface-

- ment.
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He who has effaced himself

fsaa sradr @I wais |

Man is, indeed, foolish

qyE g X aar

Thou knowest all, O Divine Beloved
JE 99 $£I JI HNaq

This ray of the sun

T i1 gy fer

The Lord is with thee, O man
TATAITETH 9% dT GT g

Tell me, O bird

. geft ! SXr @Er ar 9y

Day after day passes away

feq gz fg7 91X SMar

To-day who has come to my door
ATST {Y T &9 ATAT &

God is an artist

g9 § TF FITHIT |
Recognise the Beloved, O my heart
staast afge™ F3

I am Sitting outside the door of Thy

temple

goT § #fexd arfge

O Lord, T am steeped in the dark
'shadows of delusion
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13 I have come today to kiss Thy feet - 180

3 H AT § SIS 90 IHA RC?
14 The day has ended 182
| Q¥ faa et @waw garr | <32
15 I am Thy servant, O Lord - 184
W H ar I TIW AN
16 Come into my home, my Krishna 186
% HIS@T AAGT HIqw A L\
17 O Buddha, reveal Thy face once again 188
e SIr gIF faEr A
18 O Lord, make all the people of the

world one | 190
¢ TT gfaarmd Swiiwt | 2R 9
19 Why is the moth mad after the light ? 192
R WHT § qIFT1H F4 9IS AT g 2R3
20 Enter once my heart, O Beloved 194
Re  ITSAT sAT9T AR fTow | 2’y
21 I am off to Brindaban 196
RR IqEr, ¥ faqEa 99T - 2
22 1T slept in the shadow of the wall of

my house | 198
R HIIGTI 91 a5 qI< _ 2__
23 Who came to my door at dawn 200
R ATST AHTTAH HI19 ATAT Qo9
24 'The Beloved has come to my courtyard 202
¥ {HRY 9T {Ia¥w AT o3
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25 O Divine Dyer, have compassion on me 204

Y
26
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29
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To-day the Beloved has come to the
door |

ATST JX I SIga AT

g g qu g g aqa
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God’s grace is my sole support
etovdldl offHst

Farewell, beloved Friends !
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e who has effaced himself, he alone has

known God.
God has not dwell high up in the clouds.
He is Thy own neighbour, within and without.

God does not reside in the temple or

in the mosque. |
He is there where thy brother-man isin pain.

And so to alleviate that pain is to feel
the presence of God.

: P
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Man is, indeed, foolish.

On all sides flows the ocean of felicity and
yvet he does not dive into it

and then complains that he is dying

of thirst.

He sees the world with the eyes of the mind
and then cries that it is a maze. But he
forgets that when the lotus of his soul
blossoms forth he will find everywhere writ
large, truth, beauty and bliss.

He goes on pilgrimage to Brindaban and
takes the prescribed purificatory Dbaths.
When will he realise that where he meets
others in love there is the sacred river
and the real washing away of sins?
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Thou knowest all, O Divine Beloved,
let Thy will be done !

Thou art the Creator, the Sustainer
and the sole Worker of the Universe-.
Thy will be done ! -

In honour as well as in dishonour, 1n
sorrow and in joy, and in life and 1n
death, Thy will be done!

The sun and the moon shine, the flower
‘and the fruit grow, the electrons and

the protons dance—and these obey Thy
will. Thy will be done !
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This ray of the sun, O Divine Beloved,
is but a symbol of Thy love.

It is Thy love that has created the universe,
decked it with beauty and breathed life into
it. Thy love, indeed, transmutes stone

into silver.

It is Thy love that levels down all
distinctions, cements all relationships, binds
a1l in bonds of brotherhood. Thy love, indeed,
makes all of one colour, creed and caste.

It is Thy love that makes the sun, the moon
and the stars shine, and the stream and the
sea dance in delight. Thy love, indeed, is
the lodestar of all life. ¥y

|
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The I.ord is with thee, O man,

every breath of thy life; then, why art
thou afraid?

He who has surrendered his all to Him,
he alone has known the truth of life.

The world has caught thee in its snare,
so thou art rather perplexed. But if thou
really desirest to extricate thyself from 1it,
then take refuge in the ILord.

Before thou wert born, He was there,
after thou diest, He will be there. He alone
is thy constant companion, thy true guide.

-



ue-uAlel 15y

Y

AETAE g9 J% &7 g,

FE q =TT 9@l
g gq8 AT g,

sa AT ST qEFHmEr |

SfiadaseT g=E1 dTd 9T,
g g ger s™ar T

ST ATITSTS & TAT,
forae gt gaAT AT |

St g A" 9wy gE
guET ;O g ST T

-

SAF Gg AT A

g7 qre W NI S|
g & IF gray  dq,
-~ oy & U7 FTWE




1S | 0 ugyu-lsre
6

Tell me, O bird, who is it that wakes you
up every morning ?

Is there a gong-striker who sounds the gong
to wake you up?

Tell me, -O bird, who is it that taught you
to sing, and why do you sing and what?

The bird replies :

How can I tell you who wakes me up or
teaches me to sing; because I am so ignorant.
But I can tell you this, that I hear the sound
of Some One’s footsteps and I wake up and
my heart bursts into a song of thanksgiving.
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Day after day passes away but as yet,

O Beloved Divine, Thou hast not revealed
Thyself to mine eyes.

My nights I spend in waiting for Thee,
while my days are but a long rosary of Thy
remembrance. But alas, every evening-fall
dashes ‘my hopes to disappointment.

I have searched for Thee in the melody of
song, in the love of friends, and in. the

museum of Nature. But alas, I have failed
to find Thee there.

May be Thou ._art; Thyself the melody, love
and bewitching beauty of form. If so, O
Beloved Divine, I have seen Thee everywhere.

ca—
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To-day who has come to my door as my
guest ? |

Seeing him I feel I have met him before

somewhere. But I have forgotten when

and where.
All the same he is no stranger to me.

I.,et me spread my heart’s carpet for him,
wash his feet with my tears and kindle all
- the lights of my love, for thus only could

I earn his recognition. .

When eventually he returns to his heavenly

home I shall beg of him to confer only one
favour on me, — to let me take the dust off

his feet.
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God is an artist and this world is His studio.

In Nature’s museum there are multicoloured
paintings of His for all to see.

Seeing them my heart jumps with joy.

But of all His paintings the most beautiful
is the soul-suffused body of man, seelng
‘which even the gods and goddesses gO
into raptures. »

Colour and cadence, love and language are
all but partial expressions and embodiments
of Him. Seeing these, I am filled with an
ungquenchable longing to. meet Him face
to face.
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Recognise the Beloved, O my heart!

You think of one hundred and one works
of the world, think of Him, too.

Ile is within you, as a sword within the
scabbard; you have, therefore, not to strain
and stray far afield. -

Whatever you do to glorify Him, that alone
will truly redound to your credit.

Recognise the Beloved, O my heart,
recognise the Beloved.
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I am sittiﬁg outside the door of Thy temple.
 But in my heart there is the undying hope
that one day Thou shalt call me to sit near
Thy feet. - ’ .
For, under those feet of Thine

there is that sunshine, which will make
my soul’s lotus bloom forth in beauty.



ug-uAL i

LR
SED faqrd T |
wT AT gATA &l
IAqd HFALAA T
ar HLOT-STATH,
St @ 1A |

ITH 7 STCHTT,
T 9O fa=m1a

u-[s -



1W< }tcg;glu-ﬁ?. 2L

12

O Lord, I am steeped in the dark shadows
of delusion. '

So I beg for a glimpse of Thy light.

Vouchsafe to me, then, such wisdom as will
make me strong in my devotion to Thee.

For,\thus alone shall I know my true Self.

Thou art like the temple-bell, O Iord,
ever silent.

Only when the worshipper strikes it,
does it peal forth its melodious strains. -
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I have come'today to  kiss Thy feet.

The breeze whispers of Thee; the stars
speak of Thee; the waves of the sea sing of

thee; the waving grass in the field whistles
of Thee.

Mother’s love reveals Thee, so does the love
of the beloved friend.

I do not ask for Worldly wealth,
I want only to place my head at Thy feet.
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The day has ended.

O heart of mine,

what art thou doing at
this hour ?

What has thou done to meet the Divine
Beloved ? ‘

For thy life is passing away.

He has.been ever calling thee.
How long wilt thou remain deaf to His call ?

At least now take to the path that leads to
His feet, following the strains of His flute.
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I am Thy'servant, O Lord, Thou art my
only hope.

~

Everything that I have, I have received
from Thee, and yet my thirst for more is
not as yet assuaged.

Now I have only one boon to ask of Thee
it is the gift of Thy nearness.

Thou knoweést everything, O Beloved then
why should I despair?
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Come into my home, my Krishna, do not
pass by my door and move away.

Tonight is the night of our play of love.
For ages, my Krishna, I have been sitting
by the wayside, waiting for Thee.

Come into my home, my Krishna, do not
pass by my door and move away. |
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O Buddha, reveal Thy face once again

to our world and let the glory of the Bodhi
tree be re-enacted.

There is so much of hatred today in the world, |
O Buddha, come and preach to us
once again, Thy message of maitri, I.ove.

‘We are so much caught up in the coils
of ‘mine’ and ‘thine’ that, O Buddha, come

and teach us, once again, the truth of
detachment from all desires.

We are rotting hourly in selfishness, |
come, O Buddha, and once again teach us
how to render service to one another selflessly.
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O Lord, make all the people of the world one.

~ May they all dwell to-gether !
May they all be happy!
' May the spirit of brotherhood
ever grow among them!

" The root of all religions is one,
they differ only in foliage and fruit.

May the people, then,
live under the shade of this truth !

Thou art Peace incarnate and Love
all-pervasive. May the people . then drink of
the cup of love divine from Thy hands !
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Why is the moth mad after the light?
‘Why does the seeker go up to the gallows?

If the moth were asked Why it singes
itself with the 11ght

it will say,
‘For in being thus burnt is the joy of life.

b

Why do they whose heart burns with
compassion for humanity give up
comfort and ease? |

Ask them and they will tell you,
«For such is the law of Truth.
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Enter once my heart, O Beloved

Prophet of Mecca, for, day and night my
eyes are eager to see Thee.

Come and preach again Thy message,

‘God is one without a second’.

Come and pray again,
‘God is Great’, ‘God is just.’
Come and proclaim that all men are equal,

rich or poor, and teach us again
that true religion consists in the service

of humanity.
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I am. off to Brindaban. My XKrishna has

sounded the stops on His flute and stolen
my heart. '

I must take the dust off His feet and
besmear with it my forehead.

His face 1s fragrant with beauty; His eyes
- are envelopes of enchantment.
His image 1s in every home. And in every
home there i1s Radha awaiting His embrace.
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I slept in the shadow of the wall of my house
when Thou, O Lord of my life,
camest to the door.

Woe betide me, I did not wake up and so,
finding the door closed,
Thou went back.

When at last I opened my eyes

I heard the sound of thy departing footsteps.
It was then that I realized with a pang

in my heart that Thou had’st come to the door.
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Who came to my door at dawn ?

The night had just ended when someone
knocked at my door and I asked, |
- “‘Who is there ?’ ;

He answered, ‘It is I, who have come today

to you as your guest.
How will you entertain me?’

And I blushed with shame.

l
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The Beloved has come to my courtyard.

ILeaving His palace, He has pitched
His tent in my courtyard.

He is a master-musician; He has come
to listen to my song.

He is an exquisite artist; He has come to
look at my picture. -
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O Divine Dyer, have compassion on me
and dye my garment.

I have dyed it again and again, but,
the colour has always come off.

- But Thou art a skilful dyer and

all Thy colours are fast.

alas,

I like the kingly ochre colour best of all.

O Divine Dyer, dye Thou, then, my garment
in ochre. '
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Today the Beloved has come to thy door;
fulfil thou His heart’s longing.

He has come with the gift of His love,
which He has carried for thee age after age.

T.aunch out thy boat of life, then, with
Him as its helmsman.

In sunshine and in shadc;w, in rain
and in thunder, He will be thy guide.

Today the Beloved has come to thy house
fulfil thou His heart’s 1ong1ng
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God’s grace is my sole support,
God’s grace is my sole sustenance,
A thousand times

heartfelt thanks, therefore,
to Him — to Him.

i
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Dear Friends,

I am seventy vyears old to-day! As
I look back at this long tract of time, one
ever.-enlarging realization stands out in bold
relief. It is the truth, that it is the Divine
(Grace that has sustained me all through. May
be, that is why at the end of a seminar on
the theme of ‘ Guilt and Grace’, convened
at the Quaker Centre for study and con-
templation in Pendle Hill, Wallingford,
Pennsylvania, U.S.A. (at the seminar I was

A1
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irresistible

only an observer, though), an
in accents

urge prompted me to exclaim
almost of ecstasy:
*The Grace of God is my sole support,

The Grace of God is my sole sustenance,

A thousand times
heartfelt thanks, therefore,

to Him—to Him.’

And, indeed, where there is a conscious-
ness of the Divine Grace, there is also the
fervour of deep gratitude. 4

This Grace of God has revealed itself in
an endless variety of ways. But in a special
way it has descended on me. in the form
of many, many rich and rewarding friend-
ship — East, West, North and South. The
love of innumerable friends has been a
window through which I have glimpsed the
ever-radiant face of God,— God, who is I_ove.
And a regular contact with them has been
a source of perpetual blessing to me. But
_hereafter I am afraid I shall not be able
'to maintain this - contact with my usual
regularity owing to several limitation, mainly
physical —an aftermath of a recent spell of



-

Farewell Beloved Friends 223

serious illness. Therefore, my friends, you

will understand if in fufture I write to you
only occasionally.

L"

However, dear frlends, believe me, when
I say that the benedictory impact of your
affection over the years will continue to
surround me like the springtime of the soul,
particularly when every morning and every
evening 1 sit on the prayer-carpet. Your
love, therefore, will also mingle in the ever-
flowing stream of my salutation to God —
the Giver of all graces and gifts. And 1if
there is any one song of my revered teacher,
the poet Rabindranath Tagore, which my
soul often sings during the current, oncom-
ing twilight of my life, it 1is the
following song :

<In one salutation to Thee my God,

let all my senses spread out and touch
this world at Thy feet.

Like a rain-cloud of July hung low
"with 1ts burden of unshed -showers

let all my mind bend down at Thy
dopr in one salutation to Thee.

I et all' my songs gather together their
diverse strains into a single current
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and flow-to a sea. of :silence. in one
salutation to Thee. ‘

Like a flock of homesick cranes fly-
ing -night "and day back to their
mountain nests let all my life take its
voyage to 1ts eternal home in one
salutation to Thee’

— Gitanjali

Farewell, then, beloved friends, and grati
tude, too, to you for your most precious
gift of heart-enlarging friendship.

With abiding love, |

May 7, 1965 Yours sincerely,

’ Gurdial Mallik
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